Biphasic regulation of detergent-solubilized muscarinic acetylcholine receptors from rat cerebral cortex by N-ethylmaleimide.
Muscarinic acetylcholine receptors were solubilized from rat cerebral cortex with 1% digitonin. Treatment with N-ethylmaleimide decreased or increased agonist affinity for the receptor, depending on the extent of alkylation. This indicates that certain determinants of receptor state do not depend on interactions with other membrane structures.